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Blease Makes

a Statement

Tells of the Recent Election—Accepts Defeat, but says It was Not
Accomplished in the Right Manner.

Y ]

Ta My Friends and Supporters:

A due sense of grathtude and thianks
to you for your confldence and sup.
poft, ag well as a fecling of propriety
updn 1wy part, Impels me to moke to
you o statement, as briefly us [ enn,
with regard to the late primary elec.
ot ifer the United States secate,

As. you know, two years ago | made
tité' ‘tight for reelection for governor
“ullml,l{ hmlm: any [nancinl means to
mintain any organized management
i my Lebhalf in that campaign, and
had to rely entirely upon the volun-
tary expresslon of the will of the peo-
ple In casting thelr votes at the polls.
1 was opposed by the organized ef-
forts and the resources of the bank-
ors, manufacturers and cornorations,
with substantinlly the entlre press of
the state lined up agalnst me with the
determination to show neither falr-
ness nor justice, nor to abate a single
cffort to misrepresent the true state
f the campaign ng It progressed, but
on the contrary to distort aod villlfy
me In every respect.

With this combination of press and
capital agninit me, 1 recelved 72,043

vatus, o lee?! of 5495 over o man who
Varl Duay -bnl from his early en-
triviee into public life with the Till-
manite wovemaent, and who had been

trainced as the candidate In whom the
ecnlor genntor from South Caroline
andl the press ploced all of their hope
of defeating me. This gentleman hnd
been speaker of the house of repre-
sentutlves, had been nn associnte jus.
tico upon the supreme bench, snd had
been chief justice up to the time he
redigued for the purpose of carrying
the standnrd ¢f the trusts, t:aplmllala,
corporations, and the press, wio had
conspjred with the determination at
all avents and under all circumstances
to try {3 perpetuate thelir control over
the politics of South Caroling, and se-
leet her stale offleers.

Immediately after that clection It
wns anntunced by the partisan and
‘unzerupolous mojority of the state
¢xerulive committee that there were
Irauds and wilful irregularities com-
~mitted fn the election which was held
under their pwn management and aus-
pleas. I quletly then submitted to Lhe
;Indignities and injustice which were

“anttempted te be perpetrated upon'me
;and the majorfty ‘of the people of the
state.

. There were cast In  that election
for otate officers 140,757 votes. It was
vblmmently asserted by the newspa-
‘pers and by thé' embera of that ‘ex-
ecutlve somimittee who were trying
to nullify that primary election, that
{therd weoresnot:that many qualitlod
¢white democratic voters in the state
\[Chs procecdings \in the. nature of a
(contest, which .were /inaugurated by
| Y, opponents, undnr tho advice .and

Lo, ‘howaever, - ‘ahawed - conclus

Ey,’ evar by, the' ofes stded and par.

okl ‘examifidtion nigde’’ there, that

‘WaghVchirge 'Vas without' foundation,

and‘the” don(est resul(i.-d in n' rldlm.
“Jdus: farce, '+

. Shore was ‘evinced' in ‘the’ present

.elgation; the greatest (nterest In’ any

©lection (held within “the . Iast twenty

years,or more, and yet the total num-

:bex ol yotes as gast for the office of

\ Unltcll States senator, as roported b;

", my opponents in conirnl of the count,

was only 112801—about 8,000 less

‘ lhnn were um in the election of 10612,

A

guEnt 98, af, the ,, partisan , executive | i

Pt
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The' inlqultous and unfalr rules puass-
e by the state democratic convention
of lust May, which was entirely in
control of my adversaries, In-
Lended 1o disfranchise the unedueatenld

were

but poor amd bonest white men wha
wers supposed te he, and 1 believe
were, to o svery  large  extent, iy
friends  wml supporters.

Thuss rales made It not only difre-
enlt aml jacoavenient, bul hoamiline.
ing, for them to enroll thelr names
nupon the ciub lists to which they be-
longed. Yot there were enrolled upon
the club listk of the state 154,311 qual-
ifiwel voiers, ns reported under  the
munagement of my opponents, Ont of
that nnmber at the last primasy the
raturning hoards for the severnl coun-
tles, nearly aly of shom were under
the absolule control of my opponents,
who did not permit or allow any rap-
resentarive or adherentys of mine o
L appointed oF Wy cngage In the con-
inei of this clection, returned only
132,501 votes, helaur 21,610 voles less
thuy the gualified voters enrolled and
uppearing upon the club lists, After
such a campalgn as we had, how s
the absence of these votes to be ac-
counted fr? In two years' time many
young men becanle entitled to vote,
and o my opinfon did vote. I ask,
how can these results be explained?
certadnly not by any action  of my
(riends ahd supporters in  counting
tlie v ales,

Any fuir minded person desiring to
Know the truth cannot fall to recog-
nlze that there ls something wrong.
Exnmine the votes of Charleston, Co-
lumbia end other lowns, and IL I8 gy-
ident who controlled and obtained tho
votes of the blind tigers and the. dis-
pensary followers. With this vote 1
wis Lanated throughout the state by
the law 40 order gang, and yet when
Lie uum came who wos seen to huve
pocheted the vole?

. The primary was intended for the
fron expression of the white Demo-
cratle volers' wishes as to who should
be their candidate. It was intended to
muke easy and afford facility for the
free expressfon of thelir will, and not
intended tn clreumscilbe their right,
amd certainly not substantially to de-
gtroy it. These rules and the machin-
ery inaugurated under them and the
elfort given to them were intended to
hamper and make Inconvenient this
expression of the will of the white
Dlemorrats, €specially the very people
that the party should have protected
and aided in the exercise of thelr

Fmanhood ' suffrope. I was aware, at

the heginuing, of this'purpose and in-
téntiort upon the:. part of my oppo-
1 ti | forecasted it upon all ‘oceu-
Ltuns—*{hal the machinery of ¢on-
»ting this election was taken out of
your hands, my adherents, friehde and
nippurters, and placed wholly within
the hands of my adversaries snd bit4
ter ‘cpponents. 3

While I belleve and even know, rg
iur s one could know, that T would
racelve a majority of the ballots cast
for ‘the''office for ‘which I was run-
ning, ' Iinalsted that, unleas the vote

'which was cast was safeguarded and

tho tiwe returns inade, and a proper
conut had, ‘that I would not he' de-
ciurerdi the nominee, I impfored my
irfenmdn to see thot I have had from
all sunrces that toc much reliauc,
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placed upon perfMicus aldversa-

I felt no apprehesion from any of
the attneks made by the two men who
catne Into the race and made their
sutire campulgn one of abuse. Thelr
pogition was peeullar.

They declared that Senator Smith
wis nat centitled to e re-elected to
the olties ol senator! that his claim
fer re-civetien, In the light of his ac-
tions in the seaate, did not entitle him
1o succeed ldmselfl, and that his pre-
fensions were without foundation, A
the same taue, It 1 was unfit, and Sen.
ater Hmith was not fit, whom then
shionld the people elect out  of the
four that were running? These two?
It necesanrily followed that one  of
these two should be elected, If they
were right.

Cuould the people in one breath de-
clure that Smith was not entitledd by
anv netlon or serviee that he had reon.
dered to the poople to be again (heir
fenator, nid yel vote for him?  No,
they el no confidence in these two
men, and the result of the vote showed
. 1 did not recognlze them as candl-
dates, or worthy of notice as such. It
wgi & question entirely between my-
self and Senalor  Smith, and three
weecks hefore the electlon who can
any, ufter knowing the result of the
mneetings which we hedd in all parts of
the state that [ would not beat him In
the rece by what 1 then claimed- -by
S.000 1o 11,000 majority?

I do not shut my eyes to the fact,
ner do 1 edare to puss {t over without
acknowledging It ns a fact, that the

Hnation which was stirred up by
the bankers and the manufacturers In
the nume of the cotton planters of Lthis
state, was selzed®upon by  Senator
Smith and his frlends to persuade the
farmere of the necessity of hls elec-
tion to the United States senate, to afd
them In certain pretended anticipated
actions that the administration of
|*'resident Wilson would take in their
behalf, and that the fallure to elect
him would be met with serious resent-
uient by the administration, and harm
aml injury would result to the farm-
CrH.

Then ,too, it was argued that those
who were greedy for office would fall
of obtaining appointment and enjoy-
ing the 3spotls which an administration
e a'tl glve and confer upon those who
would cast their ““tes and use their
Influence In behah of candidates who
had obtaloed by servile actions and
ready obedience the good will of the
depurtments of the federal govern-
men.

I have no censure for the farmers
of this slate. | simply say they have
Lbeen deluded and betrayed, and It will
nat he long heforé they recognize the
tnct and feel that they should have
atood by me in this electlon and re-
sented this attempt to decelve them
DBut even with this change I still un:
fdoubtedly would: have been elected
had an honest count heen made
throughout yw atnke, a.r;el an honest
election “held in 1.\#0 of: the ‘iargent
cithay af thy'state,

As'T ‘have sald; !‘ ‘tenred nothing
from the mls‘repreaenlallona of the
two would-be candidates. I pald. veyy
dietle niténtion’ (- what:they said: Tha
record hgd been magde .up, and .wag
accersibld to 411’ Théir' principal’ ery
was ralscl agginst .the. power vesteil
in the governor by the'constitutlon of
the state to see thai the laws are
exceuted in meroy. . Exerclsing this
ouerous bvt most obligatory duty, I
bave exercised mercy. I have endeayv-
areil to see that the laws of the state
agy uwut heartlesaly . and cruelly en-
toreed, and 1 have followed, as any
oneé who har the slightest knowledge
upon the subjlect knows, the same
principles now prevalent In most all
of our states, which have abrogated
the cruel and barbaric treatment of
prisoners. Aud yet a candidate for the
United Stetes senate, obeying the ¢u-
tivs of his cftlce, exerclalng the man-
dates of lumenity, has been “ex.
posed” for the first time, I belleve,
fur the vrercise of a generous hear:
uivl a mercitul nature, to criticism
‘oul und unjust,

[ do not recall at - ~2sent any other
inatance ucept tha. of the Roman
governor, wino found no feult in Him
tf Divine Natire, and yet was com-
pelled; by tha clamors of the cruel and
unmerciful, to pass a sentence which
has been con-
demned (n all Chrict an lands. But, if
I mistake not,nonc las been so vileas
to charge the exr utive in the exer-
elge of this mer~iul attribute, with
whigh the const ::tlon. clothes him,
with baving be - Influenced by cor-
rupt purpose o~ llegal galn. 1f.] am
mistaken, let : ‘v now demand that
such wretch rnw, make known his
charge In sv 't certaln and specific
way as, whe= [ shall call for judicial
Investigation .gainst him, that he may
not by cow-dly evasion attempt to

| escape the junishment which he just-

ly desérver.

These was another matter which
was ding-donged Into the ears of the
people, and which the public may now
witli cnlmness look at In  its true
light, The mlarepresentationa of me
in this matter were vile, but York
ccunty, the home of the subject of this

[[ Hscusslon. showséd hy her vote how

she estimated the dirty ¢hargea made
i ngain=! me. I received in that county
2,054 votes: Jennings ‘received B59;
Pollock received 21 and Smith raceived
1905. As 5 the men making ‘thege
chareer " the estlmate .in which the
tpepple of his own cpunty. held him,
and the estimate which they put upon
‘toe truthfulness of his charges, what-
.aver they were, Is seen the voto
r\vhlch I received In his county, which
was as follows: Chegtertield. County—
'Blease, 1,336; Jennlngs. 28; Pollock,
413; Smith, 1.329 ¥

The election has peen declnred An
‘the. executive committee counted ft,
'Senntor Smith .received 72,266, T re.
celved 6,018, Jenningas received 2.-

1268, Pollock received:1,864.-T shall not
. be inslncere in saying’ that thia has
Lbeen o fair count or a true result, I
carefully corsidered befora the meet-
Ing of the executive - committee the
condition which : presented itself. I
wasg unable without. adequate fands to
lemyploy attarneys and for wit.
nesses to conduct an extensive inves-
tigation or a recount. under's pmtut
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In this way, hefore a committer
ready pledged to defeat me,
I felt then, as [ feel now, that the

sirife of the campaign, should and,
Lthat it was my duty to iend my efforts

to that reulﬁl. It I8 better for me to he
defeated than for my people to un-
dergo months of tactional fight, crim-
ination and recrimination, and an ex-
pense of the manner in which these
ballot boxes have been handled. T ac-
quiesce In the election, Ishall vote for
Senator Smith. But 1 now assert that
it is manifest that the primary sys.
tem aus conducted in 1912 and in 1914
by the peope who have been in ~harge
of its management ucannol survive—
that it cannot ruev:ve unless those
Inlquitous, unjust upd uulair rules
shall be repealed, unless those wlhom
they approbriously eall the' ‘“lower
order” In our stite he cucouragzd to
vote in the primmiy instead of being
deterred; unless they be fairly ireat-
ed, and honest men be found to con-
duct the counting of th= baliots cast
at the polls, and honest men lo see
that such an hnest count is, properly

mittee.

I deem it n pride that I have always
maintalned that the prima; sysiem
is the one that we shouia uphold and
keep. T have never and will not now
raise my hand or volce to defeat its
present results.. But I warn the peo-
ple of South Carolina that the'patience
of the true majority of the manhood
of South Carolina will very little
longer stand the treatment which
they have received.

my political ambition was gratified
four years ago I ha.c never had any

those whbse opinions,
and interests [ represent, and by
whom I 'have stood through storm
and sunshine. They say' that Bledse-
fam is dead. Blease is ‘defeated for the
office that he ran for, in the manner
dbove destrlbed, but ulcnse sm i5 not
ﬁead T

What 1 Blaaseim‘? Ehrary mesdage
that I h sent 'to ‘the legisiatures
slnce 'I' have “beeri governor, which
bodles were under the control 'of ‘my
opponents, has heen in the idterest

claszes of ouy people, and the ndjust

and more, fartunate fellows,..
£1ihavs s Roverhor maintained the
rights of ttm POOr man o an enqualtity

tions in the Iife of the citizen, I hav-

worked and .struggled that the poor
white man” of South Carolina shall
have the same volce in. government
as the rich man; as the banker, the]
capitalist, the president of the mill,
and the railroad officers; that when
it comes to voting for office, that the
section man and railroad operative,
who toilg day by day for the support
of his foamily, shall -have the same
right to vote for ° whcmsoever he

pleases ns the presicent ot tne ruaa,
wiw rideg ip his private car, sur-
rounded by. lhig subordinates obeying
his beck and ecall;. that: the cierk in
the banking house, when he goes: to
the polls to cast hilg vote, snall' be as
uninfluenced in his cholce as to who
shall govern him, fs the president of
the bank who touches hig bells and
rings Iinto. his pivsence the out-door
messenger, or.in-door clerk; and that
the mill operatives- who toil by day
gnd -by night:shall have' proper pro-
tection against: the: undue influence
of officers and iowners-ei mills. = .

Now, what haa anti-Bleaseism been?|’
Look at the records of the legisla-
tures, Did they .initiate any laws for
the poor man? Has any¥thing been
passed which can - be otherwioe known
than as oppression of the masses and
the protection of the rich and of cap-
it1? Have they scen that the crrpora-
tione of this state -have fulfilled even
the statutory requirements in  their
conduct towards 'the . publlc? Have
they séen that frelght rates and pas-
senger rates and frelght accommoda-
tlons and passenger-accommodations
have- been. carried:out? ': .

1 know ?f no ‘suth ' lurhzn M:';UI
Bleaselem: I no E: Dbu

thepeluallouqo hfl‘lg"gis:le of the cor-
vorations imd the rieh over unre uoglr.
the denial, of 'or . the
aealth, :arel%‘ mi:sll' prﬁécuo ‘of thase!
who. cannbl protect thémselves, It is
the indignation  ofthe pregs against
any Interference’ Wwith: thelt opinions
or with their recommendations :of
candldates for office, or thelr cortrol
of the creature, wh.om they nava Imlp-
ed put in office.’

These are lhe.trorcea. 1 hnm ra'ught

These are.'the forges I wil continue
to fight,. whetho{h: ‘bear the standard
of the people t I:1epresent, . or
whether I.stnod ad, an humble helper
|In advanelng. their  esusu:: The: truth
of thiz situallony ke - all. other
truths, will at last: mnll«&a for my
Tuture, I, shall: endeavor. -llke/ those
whom I have loved, whom: I - have
fought for, whom .1 have represented,

to make a l\lnl qm £ my profession,

or as. best 1 nt - wiatever be
my fortune, k. a.q i‘;fynu. Smy . zriends
and supporters, ank you for -the
rh\mr you h;qa. g];pw‘q. ;q‘eml thank

tabulated by the state mecull\rc com- | i

To you, my friends, T have said that |8

special desire of any further advance- |
|ment in pblitical life, except to serve|
whose rights|[§

and for the hetterment of the poorer|§

ment upog_equity and fairness of the |
rights bélwaecrn thdm 'ang their richér|§

with those of thé ficd man, in the ox-| @
ercise of 'al] the daties and obl:gn-‘

nl- | e
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The Following is One of the Many Testimonials
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Anderaon Real Estate and lmreatment Company
‘ CAPITAL STOCK $50,000.00

Real Estate, Stock, Renting

Coamntie

-
. Angderson,, S.. C., August 27, 1914.
Advertismg Manaver 20
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! -L)mr Sll"

Rt

ELaATA |

. L ET PR R
e I' thifik it is only right lhat I tell yuu of two mc‘ldentq |
. that'have occurred recently By our' advertising in your paper. “Yesat A

-terday a man.walked into the office and saill“that Tig wanjed tq /. 3
look at the Chamblee farm' that wé were ciltliu';f up West. of, the city. ..

- ‘1:shiowed it td hini'Ard 'sold hifii one of thett, Before I got back o |

Ll T Ihgoffice) Tasked 'him where he saw the adverhsement and he smd ,,

: in The Intefligencer.” I et

1 1Recently we h'1d an inquiry from Columbia about.a, f1rr:1 :

: and whenthe man came up we sold him flie place. . He also said Ty
! In. s;Lw the ddverlisément 'in “The' Intelligencer,” B IR

; Yours very lru]y

4 Ay LS, FORTON. S

Y A Elrst Vice Pres:dult

SINTN

Y LG LR A Vorpbbita

ycu for the ‘encouragement - you I':nt'e
glvenjmesiand /L) uusntuam ypu will' .
always consider that I am ever ready
to donate whatever is in my powesy
of effort or 'of s[n!ech to‘stand by-yewt,
to the.end. \ {7t

1 Very respcelrull.'i, i
confl T QOLH Iy BERASE
Columbia, Segt 7, 1014, B ¥

GOINII TO GE'I' MARRIED?' B

Let Us Deslgn Your Engagement Cards
and Wedding Invitations,

lCo uid

You--

Una a Bﬂh dfl m” to |

Sa\?ed Mine Optlon' b

L_ i A,WWESTERN Mining Engmeer, with
n an option on a ‘valuable :mine-was
“about to close the deal, 1, when, at the
-last minute, the Western ca Fltallsts with
; drewhfhﬁu sué:pgrth With a’few 5]
-m m"m” ~in: which:to find the money, he got New
'Bo 'tm b““ York - on :the Bell Lon g Dmtnnce ‘Tele-
yod Swm: sounithing you o ' phone, talked with a banking : house and
longer use, but which. & <dfered | F"\‘. " outlined ' the propomuon, which - they
lat o' 'birgain puice would ags |1 agreed fo. finance.
pell at once bo som ‘one wllo i
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